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Pain And Frustration Dominate
Preservation Companies Hearing

The public hearing sponsored by
Assembly Housing Chair Vito Lopez,
and Assemblyman Steve Cymbrowitz
on January 19th in Albany wasbilled
asaforum to discusschangesandim-
provementsto the Neighborhood and
Rurd Presarvation Programs. Thehear-
inginstead brought out story after story
fromlocal agency staff describingthe
outstanding and innovative housing
work goingonin New
York thanksto the
funding provided through the Preserva-
tion Program. Attendingthehearing, in
addition to Assemblyman L opez, were
Senator John Bonacic, Assemblyman
Steve Cymbrowitz, Assemblyman Luis
Diaz, Assemblywoman Catharine
Young, Assemblywoman Karen
Gunther and Assemblyman Alexander
‘Pete’ Grannis.

Non-profit housing agenciesfrom
acrossthe statewererepresented at the
hearing, and thehuman face of thepro-
grams supported by NPP/RPP dollars
were represented by agency clients
from Jamestown, Arkville, Geneva, and
Albany. One client eloquently de-
scribed how her community’s Rural
Preservation Program had, over the
past 6-7 years, assisted her by provid-
ing shelter for herself and her children
from a domestic violence situation,
hel ped her find decent permanent hous-
ingthat allowed her to completeher ed-

ucation and become economically self
aufficient, and most recently, to become
ahomeowner just Ssx monthsago. An-
other client, through aninterpreter, ex-
pressed her family’sgratitudefor the
RPP ass stancethat madeit possiblefor
her migrant farmworker family to
achievethedream of homeownership.
In hisopening remarks, Assembly-
man Cymbrowitz referred to the Gov-

ernor’s 2005-06 budget proposal (re-
leased theday before) and roundly criti-
cized him for continuing to put forth
draconian 50% cuts to the program.
Senator Bonacic castigated the cutsto
the 2004 program. Assemblyman Lopez
asked every speaker at the hearing to
be sureto go back to their legislators
and make surethat they know how im-
portant full restoration of the budget cut
istotheongoing viability of loca hous-

ing programs.

Lopezre- | Themortar istheintegrity that holdsacon-
peatedly creteblock foundation together. RPPisthe
committed mortar that holdsthefoundation of all of our
tosponsor- housing programstogether.”

inglegida

tionto pay the Preservation Companies
$97,500 in the coming year, represent-
ing $65,000 for the 2005-06 budget
year and $32,500 to replace the fund-
ing lost during the current budget year.
He acknowledged that passage of the

legidlation was not certain, but prom-
ised to maketheeffort nevertheless. A
recent State Supreme Court decision,
Pataki v. Silver, calls into question
whether such legidationwould evenbe
congdtitutional, however.
Commissioner Calogero’sremarks
were met with considerable challenge
from the legidlators. Assemblyman
Grannisqueried Ms. Calogeroonthe

“Thebudget cutsarebrutal and unconscionable.” Senator Bonacic | dedreetowhich

DHCR advocated on
behalf of the programsduring agency
budget submissions for the 2005-06
Governor’s budget proposal. Inre-
sponsetoalegidator’squestion regard-
ing therationa ebehind the budget cuts,
Ms. Calogero responded, “1 concluded
that NPP/RPP could withstand the cuts
without harm.”  Thiscomment wasfol-
lowed by an audible groan from the
audience. Shewent onto citeone RPP
that had asubstantialy large budget
andfdt thet
cutswould
makeno fun-
damentd im-
pact onthe
agency’sover-
al hedth. Ironicaly, thespesker follow-
ing the Commissioner had received a
call from astaff member of the cited
agency severd daysearlier, saying that
the staff person had beenlaid off due
to the budget cuts.

Fred Hanss

Continued on page 3
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Bits and Pieces...

In Deepest Sympathy

Wewant to extend our sympathiesto thefamily, friends
and coworkers of Mike Quaranta, who passed away on
January 17th. Mikewasthe Director of Housing Services
for Opportunities For Chenangoin Norwich.

DV Survivor sWor kshop

The Supportive Housing Network of NY will hold a
workshop on February 4th- Under standing the DV Shel-
ter System & Working with DV Clients/Tenants.
Presenterswill be Catherine Shugrue Dos Santos, of Sanc-
tuary for Familiesand Jill Stein, of New Destiny Housing.
Theworkshopwill cover: Barriersto housing for domestic
violencesurvivors; Hous ng optionsfor domestic violence
survivors, and Domestic Violence 101. Theworkshop will
runfrom 10:00AM - Noon, at theMuhlenberg, 510 Atlantic
Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. Directions: Takeany trainto Atlan-
tic Ave. or Pecific St. stationsand walk south towards 3rd
Ave.(On the corner of 3rd Ave. and Atlantic Ave. across
the street from the YWCA). RSVP to Amy Glover at
aglover@shnny.org or leave aclear messageat (212)870-
3303 ext. 7. Refreshmentswill beserved. Thisworkshopis
sponsored by HUD.

HUD Acknowledges EffortsTo
Reduce Affordability Barriers

HUD isaccepting nominationsand intendsto recognize
10loca governmentsfor their outstanding work to encour-
agethe production of homesaffordabletoworking families.
The Affordable Communities Awards Program encourages
the cresation of morejobsand expans on of homeownership
opportunitiesfor lower incomefamilieslivingintrangtioning
communities. Applicationsare due March 15, 2005. For
more information, visit www.hud.gov/initiatives/
affordablecom.cfm.

GAO SuggestsChangingRHS
‘Rural’ Definition

The General Accounting Officeissued areportin De-
cember suggesting that the Rural Housing Service sdefini-
tion of ‘rural” communitiesisin need of updating. There-
port concludeswith the suggestion that the current definition
be scrapped infavor of Census Bureau' sdefinition of urban
areasand urban clusters. To read the completereport, visit
www.gao.gov and enter GAO-05-110in the search func-
tion.




Pain And Frustration

Continued from page 1

The Commissioner insisted in her
remarksthat the Division of Housing has
madeit possiblefor Preservation Com-
paniesto make up the RPP/NPP short-
fal through other income streams, and
referred specifically to devel opersfees
from development projectsassuch a
source of operatingincome. Asif an-
ticipating her comments, preceding
speakershad already talked about how
developers fees weren’t a program-
wide solution to the problem, particu-
larly inplaceslikewestern New York,
where, assome communitieshaveva
cancy rates of 10% or more, it does
not make senseto develop more new
housing until theexigting stock isreha
bilitated and put back into service.
Other testifiersdiscussed how the de-
veloper fee strategy doesn’t work Ssm-
ply because of how lateinthedevel op-
ment process that the developersfee
becomesavailableto cover adminisira-
tiveexpensesof theagency. TheCom-
missioner tried to explainthat equity in
atax credit deal could bepaid-in ear-
lierintheded, dthoughit wasnot clear
tothosein theaudience how thisissue

connected with the developersfeear-
gument. Assemblyman Grannispoint-
edly asked the Commissioner if, during
the preparation of the Governor’s2005
budget, there had been any advocacy
by the Divisionfor restoration of fund-
ing for the Preservation Programs, and
she said no, she had been given a di-
rectivethat wasfollowed.

Following the Commissioner’spre-
sentation, numerous agency directors
filed forward totestify. One NPC di-
rector limited her remarksto calingthe
remarks of the Commissioner ‘disin-
genuous’. Kevin O’ Connor, of
RUPCO, picking up on Assemblyman
Lopez’ funding increase suggestion,
proposed bumper stickers bearing the
dogan$97Kin ‘05! Fred Hanssfrom
St. Lawrence County then described
metaphorically how critical the RPP
funding isto carrying out ALL other
housing activities within anonprofit
agency (see Page 1 quote).

Thehearing closed after 61ong hours
of testimony. Anyonewhowasunable
to attend either of thehearingsmay il
submit written commentsto Assembly-
man Lopez through early February.

ConPlan Changes Proposed

HUD has proposed arule change
on December 30th that would amend
the consolidated plan regulationsof Sate
andloca governmentsto makeclarify-
ingand streamlining changesthat areex-
pected to make the consolidated plan
of stateandlocal jurisdictionsmorere-
sults-oriented and useful to communi-
tiesin ng their own progressto-
ward addressing the problems of low-
incomeareas. Theproposed rulewould
eliminate some obsol ete and redundant
provisionsand make other changesthat
would conform the consolidated plan
regulationswith HUD’spublic housing
regulationsthat governthePublicHous-
ing Agency (PHA) Plan. Thegenerd

view of thegroupsparticipatinginthe
Consolidated Plan Improvement Initia:
tive was that the consolidated plan
should be a concise, action-oriented
management tool that would be more
understandabl e to the public and more
useful to decision makersinthe com-
munity. In accordancewith thisview,
variouscitationsof Section 91aremodi-
fied to emphasizetheformat of thede-
scriptionsshould beaconcisesummary,
not adetailed narrative. Thedeadlinefor
commentswas January 31<t, however
the content of therule change may be
reviewed online. For moreinformation,
visit www.regulations.gov/freddocs/
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Administration Urged
To Release
Supplemental
HEAP Funds

Senators and Representatives are
being urged to contact President Bush
toreleasetheremaining FY 2005 Low
Income Home Energy Assistance Pro-
gram contingency funds. Closeto $200
millionremainsin that account. Sena-
torsSusan Callins(R-ME), Mark Pryor
(D-AR) and Jack Reed (D-RI) are
sponsoringasign onletter urging quick
actionto provide LIHEAP assistance
to needy families across the country.
Heating coststhisyear haverisendra-
matically over last heating season, par-
ticularly inNew England. A gallon of
home heating oil averages just over
$2.00in New Hampshirethiswinter,
andtheaveragepriceper galoninNew
Englandis$1.95, or 50 centsmorethan
in December, 2003. Nationally, the
pricefor agdlonof propaneisup nearly
40 centsover ayear ago, and twenty
natural gasutilitiesacrossthe country
haverate hike requests pending, some
inexcessof 15 per cent. Familiesliv-
ing on Social Security or SSI, that re-
ceived only a2.1% cost of living ad-
justment in the past year, will be par-
ticularly hard hit by thesecostincreases.

Senate staffers can contact Kris
Sarri, of the Northeast-Midwest Sen-
ateCoadlition at (202) 224-0606tosign
on to theletter, or for more informa-
tion.
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HUD Announces Higher
FHA HomeL oan Limits

WASHINGTON - Housing and Ur-
ban Devel opment Secretary Alphonso
Jackson recently announced that the
Federd Housng Adminigration (FHA)
hasincreased its single-family home
mortgagelimitsby over seven percent.

Effective January 1, 2005, FHA will
insuresingle-family homemortgagesup
t0 $172,632in low cost areasand up
t0$312,895in high cost areas. Theloan
limits for two-, three- and four-unit
dwellingsasoincreased. TheFHA is
sending lettersto thousandsof mortgage
lenders and brokers to make them
aware of the higher ratesthat can help
families

“Thesehigher loanlimitswill helpthe
FHA mortgage insurance program
keep pacewith the strong housing mar-
ket while contributing to the Bush
Adminigtration’scommitment to creste
5.5 million new minority homeowners
by the end of the decade,” said Jack-
son. “Thenew limitswill help create
morecongtruction, morejobs, and more
economic growth, while increasing
homeownership.”

Last year, the loan limits were
$160,176 in low cost areas and
$290,319in high cost areas. Fiveyears
ago, the limits ranged from just
$121,296 to $219,849. These levels
were bel ow the cost of many homesin
many communities. Asaresult, families

who needed FHA mortgageinsurance
to qualify to buy ahome were effec-
tively locked out of the process.
Low-income and first time
homebuyersare attracted to FHA-in-
sured loansbecausetheagency requires
only athree-percent down payment.

The new loan limits are part of an
annual adjustment HUD makesto ac-
count for risng homeprices. Under fed-
era law, loan limitsaretied to the con-
forming loanlimitsof FreddieMacand
Fannie Mae, federally chartered cor-
porationsthat buy and package mort-
geges.

Higher FHA loan limitsdon’t cost
thegovernment any money, becausethe
FHA Insurance Fundisfully supported
by premiumspaid by borrowerswho
receive FHA insurance.

Theincreaseswill aso benefit se-
nior citizenswho qualify for FHA-in-
sured reverse mortgages. Reverse
mortgages allow homeowners age 62
and older to borrow against thevalue
of their homeswithout selling them.
Homeowners can select alump-sum
payment, monthly paymentsor tapinto
aline of credit. No repayment isre-
quired aslong asahomeowner livesin
ahomewith areversemortgage. The
reversemortgageisrepaid, withinter-
est, when ahomeowner sdllsthehome
or dies.

Supportive Providers To M eet

A Capitd Digtrict Supportive Hous-
ing Providers Kick-Off Meeting will
beheld on Tuesday, February 22, 2005
from10:00AM to 1:.00PM at CARES,
Inc. 85 Watervliet Ave., Albany. Re-
freshmentswill beserved! TheCapitd
Digtrict Supportive Housing Providers
Meetingswill hold forumson aquar-
terly basisto help Network members
and othersshare best practiceson prop-
erty management, support services, as-

sisting different popul ations, different
clinical modalities, housing models,
NIMBY issues, finance and devel op-
ment, management, advocacy and other
relevant issuesimportant tohousingand
homelessproviders. Pleasejoinusto
help shgpewhat thesemeetingswill look
likein 2005 and beyond!

Please RSV P by February 18th to
Stephen Piasecki at spiasecki@
shnny.org or call (518) 465-3233.

Consumer $marts
Training Offered

On-gite

For those who missed the confer-
enceworkshop on starting aConsumer
Smarts program in your local high
schools, theNew York State Office of
the Attorney Generd isofferingto as-
4 non-profit housing counseling agen-
cieswho areinterested in developing
the programintheir community. This
training will preparetheorganization’s
staff to teach the Consumer $martsfi-
nancial literacy programintheir local
high schools. The staff at the Attorney
General’sofficewill arrangeto meet
with your agency staff to walk you
through the program.

Housing agenciesstruggledaily to
assist families who have made poor
choices regarding credit cards and
other consumer debt. Many of these
familiesdeveloped thefinancia habits
that prevent them from realizing the
American Dream right out of high
school or intheir collegeyears. This
“trainingfor trainers’ isdesgnedto en-
able high school studentsto keep their
credit ratingsingood standing asyoung
adults, and prevent thetypesof finan-
cial distressthat are so routinely seen
by housing counselors. For moreinfor-
mation cal the Codlition at (518) 458-
8696 ext. 15 or Roseann Caraccio,
(212) 416-8839, at the Office of the
Attorney Generd.

AMEX Foundation

GrantsDue

The American Express Foundation
Isaccepting gpplicationsthroughMarch
4th for the Economic Independence
Fund. Thisprogram can support finan-
cid literacy and counsdling programsfor
the underserved, and teach financial
management skills. For moreinforma
tion, visit www.nefe.org/amexecon
fundrfp/aeeif2005rfp.html.




Career

Opportunities

TheNew York State Rural Housing
Codlitionishappy to beableto pro-
vide help wanted advertising oppor-
tunities for our members and non-
profit community development agen-
cies. Ad copy must be provided in
Microsoft Word format, and may be
transmitted by email to
rhc@rurdhousing.org. Ad copy must
comply with federal and state equal
opportunity requirementsto be pub-
lished, and must bereceived by the
25th of the month to ensure place-
ment in the succeeding issue of Ru-
ral Delivery. Ads provided in this
fashionwill dso be posted inthe Ca-
reer Opportunities page of the
Codition'swebsite, unlessarequest
isspecifically made not to placethe
advertisement on-line.

Account Clerk

Better Housing for Tompkins
County, Inc.isin search of aPart-time
ACCOUNT CLERK tojoinateamthat
worksto provide affordabl e housing
optionsto low- and moderate- income
TompkinsCounty Residents. Dutiesare
to assi st with management of business
affairsof thenon-profit agency. Process
A/P and A/R. Reconcile bank state-
ments. Dataentry, filing, sharerecep-
tionfunction. Knowledge of bookkeep-
ing principles, Windows/Office re-
quired. Knowledge of computerized
bookkeeping systemspreferred. Asso-
ciates Degree, two yearsrelevant ex-
perience desired. Hours areflexible,
within office hours, M-F 8:30 -4:30.
Send cover letter and resumeto: AC
Search, Better Housing for Tompkins
County, 225 S. Fulton $t., Ithaca, NY
14850. Please, no phonecallsor faxes.
Better Housing isan equal opportunity
employer.
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Main Street Awards Announced

Governor George E. Pataki has
announced nearly $11 millionworth of
awards under the New York Main
Street Program’ sfirst funding round.
The innovative State program is de-
signed to stimulate downtown revital -
izationincommunitiesacrossNew York
State by providing funding for building
renovations, streetscape enhancements
and downtown businessor cultural an-
chors.

“New York’s downtown business
digtrictsrepresent thelifeblood of itscit-
ies, towns and villages,” Governor
Pataki sad. “ Theseawardswill provide
additiona resourcestoreinvigorate our
Main Streets and generate pride,
progressand prosperity incommunities
al acrossour great State. Theresponse
to thisprogram hasbeen overwhelm-
ing and | want to congratul atethere-
cipientsfor their vison and determina
tionto bring our Main Streetsback.”

The New York Main Street Pro-
gram provides matching grantsfor fa-
cadeandinterior building renovations,
streetscape enhancement to improve
lighting, landscaping and Sgnageandto
install street furniture, and for commu-
nitiesto establish abusinessor cultural
anchor intheir downtown.  Thepro-
gramisbeing administered by the Divi-
sion of Housing and Community Re-
newd (DHCR) and theHousing Trust
Fund Corporation, and waslaunched
by the Governor in Junewith aninitia
investment of $20million.

Theinitial Main Street awardsare:
Albany LDC $200,000; ACCORD
Corp. $200,000; First Ward Action
Council, Inc. $110,000; Rura Revita-
ization Corp. $200,000; Union Springs/
Springport Chamber of Commerce
$200,000; Auburn Downtown Partner-
ship, Inc. $200,000; Jamestown LDC
$200,000; ElmiraDowntown Develop-
ment, Inc. $200,000; Partnership for
Community Development Chenango
$200,000 Cortland Housing Assistance

Council Inc. $200,000; The Catskill
Center For Conservation & Develop-
ment, Inc. $64,000; Western Catskills
Community Revitdization Council, Inc.
$200,000; Hudson River Housing, Inc.
$200,000; Forever EImwood Corp.
$92,000; L ackawannaCommunity De-
velopment Corp. $200,000; Pride of
Ticonderoga, Inc. $164,875;
Adirondack North Country Association
$200,000; LeRoy Business Council
$200,000; Catskill Mountain Housing
Development Corp., Inc. $200,000;
Mohawk Valley Heritage Corridor
Commission $200,000; Carthage In-
dustrid Development Corp. $200,000;
Clayton Improvement Association Ltd.
$200,000; Myrtle Avenue Revitdiza
tion Project LDC $105,000; Neigh-
bors Helping Neighbors, Inc.
$145,000; Ridgewood Bushwick Se-
nior Citizens Council, Inc. $197,500;
Snow Belt Housing Company, Inc.
$200,000; Group 14621 Community
Association, Inc. $125,000; South
Wedge Planning Committee, Inc.
$200,000; Industries For Amsterdam,
Inc. $200,000; Cooper Square CD
Committee & Businessmen’s
Ass0c.$125,000; Greater Lockport
Development Corporation $50,000;
Center City Neighborhood Devel op-
ment Corporation $200,000; Boonville
Area Merchants Association
$199,895; Growest, Inc. $200,000;
NEHDA Inc. $200,000; GenevaBID
$200,000; City of Newburgh LDC
$200,000; Otsego Rural Housing As-
sistance, Inc. $200,000; Putnam Eco-
nomic Development $200,000;
Greater JamaicaDevelopment Corp.
$65,000; Civic and Cultural Restora-
tion Corporation Renssal aer $200,000;
HOGAR $200,000; Saratoga EDC
$200,000; Saratoga Springs Preserva-
tion Foundation, Inc. $190,000; Down-
town Schenectady Improvement
$200,000; St Lawrence County Hous-
ing Council, Inc. $200,000; Corning
Continued on Page 6
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Rural Development Announces 515-Eligible
Communities For Next Funding Round

The New York State Office of
USDA Rural Development has re-
leased thelist of communitiesinrura
New York that are eligible to submit
applications for Section 515 Rural
Rental Housing Projects. Thelistin-
cludesthefollowing 89 towns across
thestate:

Albany County: Voorheesville
Broome County: Whitney Point;
Windsor

CattaraugusCounty: Olean
Cayuga County: MelrosePark
Chemung County: Wellsburg
Cortland County: Marathon;
McGraw; Virgil/Munson Corners
Columbia County: Valatie/
Kinderhook/Niverville
DeawareCounty: Margaretville
Dutchess County: Millbrook;
Millerton; Pawling; Red Hook;
Rhinebeck; Tivoli

Erie County: Akron; Boston;
Clarence; Lancaster

Fulton County: Northville
Hamilton County: Long Lake
Livingston County: Avon

Monroe County: Hamlin; Hilton;
Scottsville; Spencerport
Montgomery County: TribesHill
Oneida County: Oneida Castle;
Sherrill; Waterville

Onondaga County: Skaneateles
Ontario County: Holcomb/E.
Bloomfidd; Victor

Orange County: Beaversdam L ake/
Salisbury; Chester; Florida; Ft. Mont-
gomery; Montgomery; Pine Bush;
Otisville

Oswego County: Constantia/Cleve-
land

Putnam County: Brewster; Cold
Soring/Nesonville

Otsego County: Cooperstown; Otego
Rensselaer County: Averill Park;
Castleton-on-Hudson; Nassau; West
Sand Lake

Saratoga County: Ballston Spa/N.
Ballston Spa; Round Lake

Schuyler County: WatkinsGlen
Seneca County: Interlaken
Suffolk County: Aquebogue;
Bridgehampton; Caverton; Cutchogue;
Greenport/Greenport W.; Jamesport;
Laurel; Mattituck; Montauk; North
Haven; North Sea; Noyack; Peconic;
Riverhead/Pine Valey/HandergRiver-
side; Shelter Iland/Dering Harbor/
Shelter Idand Hts; Southold; Springs;
Watermill

Sullivan County: Bloomingburg;
Grahamsville; Jeffersonville;
Narrowsburg; Roscoe; Wurtsboro
Ulster County: Clintondale;
Saugerties/Saugerties S.; Woodstock/
ZenalW. Hurley

St. Lawrence County: Massena;
Ogdensburg

Washington County: Greenwich
WayneCounty: Newark

Yates County: Dresden; Dundee

Main Street Awards, Cont.

Continued from Page 5

Intown Digtrict Management Associa
tion $200,000; Port Jefferson BID
$200,000; Riverhead BID $200,000;
Partnershipfor Economic Devel opment
$200,000; Tioga County LDC
$200,000 Ithaca Downtown Partner-
ship $196,800; SHARP Committee,

Inc. $200,000; RUPCO $200,000;
Gresater GlensFalsDevel opment Cor-
poration $200,000; The Cambridge
Valley CD & Preservation Partnership,
Inc. $200,000; New Rochelle
B1D$200,000; Westhab, Inc.
$200,000; TOTAL $10,630,070.

Green Building

Grants

On January 24, 2005 the Housing
Assistance Council announced anew
smdl grantsprogram for nonprofitsin-
volved ingreen building/hedlthy homes.
Supported by the Home Depot Foun-
dation, the competition wasannounced
via the HAC web site. Visit
www.ruralhome.org for moreinforma:
tionand an application. Applications
are dueto HAC by March 15, 2005.
For moreinformation, please contact
Joe Belden at HAC, joe@rural
home.org or 202-842-8600.

Fannie M ae

GrantsDue

Grant applicationsfor funding from
the Fannie Mae Foundation are due
March 31, 2005. Theapplicationform
and grant information arescheduled to
be available on the Fannie Mae Foun-
dation website beginning March 1st.
The Fannie Mae Foundation’sfunding
prioritiesincludeincreasingtheafford-
ablehousing supply, and increesing sus-
tainable home ownership and building
individua and community wedlth.

The Foundation dedicatesthe ma-
jority of itscompetitive grantsto pro-
viding generd operating support to non-
profit organizationsto help build their
capacity, increase their impact, and
maketheir organizationsmoreefficient
and effective.To access the
Foundation’s website, visit
www.fanniemaefoundation.org.

Continuum of Care

Awar ds Announced
HUD released the awards for the
2004 Continuum of Care applications
onJanuary 26th. Over $139 millionwas
awarded to New York projects. De-
tailsof theaward announcement can be
found at www.hud.gov/offices/cpd/

homel ess/budget/2004/ny/total sxls.




Housing Finance Agency Seeks TA Providers

Request for Qualifications

The New York State Housing Fi-
nance Agency (the“Agency”) invites
proposasfromfirmsor individuasin-
terested in being included on a pre-
quaifiedlist of Technical Servicesand
Assistance Providers(“* TAP’) towork
with eligibleapplicantsof the Agency’s
Manufactured Home Cooperative
Fund Program (“MHCFP’) aswell as
to beavailablefor contracted services.
TAPsperform servicesfor applicants
for MHCFPfinancing (i.e., resdentsof
the manufactured home park) in two
phases. Inthefirst phase, theTAPshall
prepareaprdiminary assessment of the
feashility of theconversion of amanu-
factured homepark into amanufactured
homepark cooperative. Servicesinthis
phaseinclude an assessment of thefol-
lowing: 1) theability of existing or po-
tential resdent organi zationsat the park
to meet thecriteriafor an eigible bor-
rower under the MHCFP, 2) theavail-
ability of dternativefinancing sources
for theacquisition and cooperative con-
version of the park; and 3) aprelimi-
nary valueanadyssof thepark prepared
by alicensed real estate appraiser.

If authorized to proceed with asec-
ond phase, the TAPwill enterintoacon-
tract with thegpplicant and the Agency.
Upon gpprova of awork plan, the TAP
must be ableto provide devel opment
servicesincluding, but not limited to,
providinginformeation and educationon
cooperative ownership; organizeand
assginthedevelopment of aresdent’s
association; review gppraisa andengi-
neering reports, asss inthenegotiation

arrange for the preparation of legal
documentation such asby-laws, rules
and regulationsand an offering state-
ment; prepareafinancing plan; devise
amarketing strategy and analyze and
propose dternative sitesfor construc-
tion of new parks. TheTAPmust aso
be ableto providetraining to manage-
ment staff and overseethe setting and
implementing of policy and procedures
by the cooperative and provide man-
agement consultation servicesduringa
two-year period after co-op formation.

Interested firmsor individua smust
contact the Agency for acopy of the
“Request for Qudification” whichfur-
ther describesthe scope of theengage-
ment and the desired content of the pro-
posa. TheTAPwill berequiredto sub-
mit adescription of knowledge, expe-
rience, adetailed qualification state-
ment, references, resumes, technical
servicesto be provided, including the
use of subcontractors, information on
feesandinformation regarding affirma-
tiveaction/equa employment opportu-
nity policiesand practices.

Six copies of the proposal must be
received by the Agency no later than
close of business on Monday, Febru-
ary 28, 2005, envelope should be
marked RFQ RESPONSE, directedto:
Contact: Herbert L. Sussman, Program
Manager, Special ProjectsUnit, New
York State Hous ng Finance Agency,
641 Lexington Ave., New York, NY
10022, (212) 688-4000 ext. 518, Fax
(212) 872-0518, E-mail herb@
nyhomes.org.

Mattel Domestic Grant Applications

For the first time in 5 years, the
Mattel ChildrensFoundation isaccept-
ing unsolicited applicationsfor theDo-
mestic Grants Program. Grantsrange
from $5,000 to $25,000 for programs
that directly servechildreninneed, de-
pending on the program, organi zation,

and community need.

Grant applicationsfor thisfunding
cyclewill beaccepted through April 8th.
For more information, visit the
Foundation’swebsite at www.mattel/
about_us/Comm_Involvement/
ci_mcf_philanthropy grantmaking.asp.
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3 RPC’sRecealve
Grantsin Latest
FHLB-NY Awards

Three Rura Preservation Companies
wereamong therecipientsof atotal of
$6.9 million in grant subsidies an-
nounced by the Federal Home Loan
Bank of New York on January 10th.
FHLB-NY notesthat the $6.9 million
insubsidy will beleveraged by $161
millioninother funds, andresultinthe
creation of atota of 1,212 housing units
intheNew York/New Jersey territory
covered by the Bank.

Therural New York recipients of
FHLB fundinginthisround are:

Catskill Mountain Housing Devel -
opment Corp.:The Birches at
Saugerties, Saugerties, NY (Ulster
County)
Bank Sponsor: Ulster Savings Bank
Funds Awarded: $425,000
60 units.
Chautauqua Opportunities, Inc.:
Scattered Sites Homeownership Pro-
gram|V (ChautauquaCounty)
Bank Sponsor: HSBC Bank USA
Funds Awarded: $200,000
40 Units
Community Services Program/
Hudson Valley Housing Develop-
ment Fund, Inc.: DiMarco Placell
Senior Citizen Residence, Wappingers
Fdls(Dutchess County)
Bank Sponsor: Ulster Savings Bank
Funds awarded: $96,000
32 units.

Our congratulations to Larry
Kraeski, Roberta Keller and Peg
O’ Leary onreceiving theseawards!

Relocation Rules
Revised
The January 4th Federal Register
(pp-589-638)contained revisonstothe
Uniform Rel ocation and Redl Property
Acquisition PoliciesAct. Contact (202)
366-2529 for moreinformation.
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Proposed Changes At HUD Could Gut ConPlan Benefits

A recent story in the Washington
Post detailed the Administration’spro-
posed changesat HUD that could have
substantia negative consegquencesfor
avariety of community development
programsand efforts acrossthe coun-
try. Theproposal, if allowed by Con-
gress, would transfer the Community
Development Block Grant to the De-
partment of Commerce. The CDBG
programwould betransferred after un-
dergoing a50% cut. The Youthbuild
Program would be transferred to the
Department of Labor. Brownfields
Economic Deve opment would moveto
the Department of Commerce. The
Rura Housing and Economic Devel op-
ment Programwould bediminated, and
the Empowerment Zones/Renewal
Communities programs would be
movedto Commerce. Thefedera bud-
get just released containsno funding for

RHED, indicating that these proposed
changesarevery real.

“The purpose of the exercise has
nothing to do with achieving or not
achieving savings,” said one official
quoted inthe Washington Post article.
$260 Millionin economic development
projectsisat risk under the proposal,
and HUD could lose 25% of itstotal
budget (currently $31 billion).

HUD would continue to administer
theHOME program, aswell asHous-
ing Opportunities for People With
AIDS. HUD employeeswould expect
to stay onfor sometimeto administer
outstanding grant funds, but the 817
Community Planning and Devel opment
staff at HUD are preparing for the
worst.

Representative Barney Frank (D-
MA) has called the proposal “just
gppdling.” Thesuggested changesin

Washington do not promiseto play well
locally, either. Richard Scalera, the
Mayor of Hudson (ColumbiaCounty),
New York, hasvowed to fight the pro-
posed changes. Hewas quoted in the
January 25th issue of The Indepen-
dent, a local weekly newspaper, as
promisingto cal Senators Schumer and
Clinton to protest the proposal.

LindaGlassman, Executive Director
of CARES, Inc. notesthat even com-
munitiesthat do not recelve CDBG funds
should be concerned about the pro-
posed changes. The Consolidated Plan-
ning processonwhichthedistribution
of CDBG funding isbased hasbeena
powerful tool for holding communities
accountablefor ensuring that homeless
and specia needshousing isprovided.
CARESwill beworking with national
andlocdl coditionstofend off thismis-
guided cut.

Visit our website at www.ruralhousing.org




