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State Budget Once Again Late

New York Stateisstarting its new
fiscal year without a budget. When
housing advocatesvisited Albany in
February, therewasmuch optimismthat
the L egidatureand the Governor would
agreeon atimely spending planfor the
firsgtimeintwenty years. Itdidn’t hap-
pen. Legisators this week passed
emergency spending billsthat would
keep thestate running until they return
from their April recess. Recent pre-
dictionsthat the budget would bere-
solved by early May could alsoturn out

tobeoverly optimistic.

Education spending was expected
tobeadifficult issuefor State budget
makersthisyear andisnow viewed as
theprinciplereason that the budget ne-
gotiationshave been derailed. Earlier
thisweek Governor Pataki’seducation
reform panel issued their report sug-
gesting that meeting therequirement of
recent court decisonswill cost thestate
between $2.5 billion and $5.6 billion
dollars more annually than the State
now spends. Legidativeleadersand

the Governor will haveto cometoterms
on how, when, and wherethesefunds
should come from, on top of the esti-
mated $5 billion dollar shortfall they
wereaready trying to address.
Legidativeleadersand their staff
membersaredtill generaly hopeful that
funding cutsto the Rura and Neighbor-
hood Preservation Programswill bere-
stored. However, housing advocates
are concerned that delaysinthe budget
and the pressure of education funding
may put thoserestorationsat risk.

$45 Million In Financial Assistance Available
From CDFI Fund Under The CDFI Program

The Community Devel opment Fi-
nancial Ingtitutions Fund (CDFI Fund)
is inviting applications for
approximately $45million of available
funding from the CDFI Program.

The funds are part of the CDFI
Program’sfinancia ass stance compo-
nent, which the CDFI Fund calls*its
flagship community and economic de-
velopment financeprogram.”

Theannouncement waspublishedin
the February 26, 2004, Federal Regis-
ter, and it signal sthe beginning of fiscal
year 2004 funding noticesfrom CDFI
Fund (which is a bureau of the U.S.
Treasury Department). The CDF Fund
hasnot saidwhenitwill announcefund-
ing availability for thetechnical asss-
tance component of the CDFI Program,

the Bank Enterprise Awards Program,
and Native American Initiatives.

The CDFI Fund has certified over
650 CDFIsto date. CDFIscertified by
the CDFI Fund aredigibleto apply for
thefinancid ass sancecomponent of the
CDF Program. CDFlIsthat arenot yet
certified but have applied for certifica
tionby March 31, 2004, may also ap-
ply. Awards will range from under
$300,000to $2 million, the CDFI Fund
statesin the Federal Register.

The CDFI Fund saysit will target
itsawardsto CDFlIsthat engagein af-
fordabl e housing, economic devel op-
ment, financia services, and organiza-
tional support activities.

Thedeadlinefor applicationsis
April 28, 2004.

Important changes have been made
for fisca year 2004 funding, including:
afocuson small and emerging CDFIs;
inclusonof criteriaenabling rurd areas
to beeligibledueto county population
lossand net outmigration; launchingan
improved version of the CDFI Fund's
el ectronic helpdesk, dubbed the CDFI
Information and M apping System; and
an improved electronic application,
whichisavailableonline.

For moreinformation, seethe Fed-
eral Register, Vol. 69, No. 38, Febru-
ary 26, 2004, pp. 9018-9026. On the
Web: www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs
fedreg/aD40226c¢.html.

Informationisalso availableonthe
website for the CDFI Program at
www.cdfifund.gov/programsfal.
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Bits and Pieces...

DHCR Seminar Series In May

TheBusinessof Joint Venturing isthetopicfor thethird
installment of the DHCR 2004 Housing Devel opment Se-
ries. Presented by Monte Frank, theworkshop isintended
to provideguidanceto nonprofitsin structuring fair and solid
“businessdeds’ when partnering with for-profit developers
to develop affordable housing. The seminars will help
nonprofitsdecidewhen they should consider jointsventures.
Attendeeswill asolearn about the structure of joint ven-
turesand devel op skillsneeded to negotiate successful joint
ventures. Seminarswill be presentedin Syracuseon May
3, Buffaloon May 4, Albany onMay 10 and New York on
May 11. For moreinformation check the DHCR websiteat
www.dhcr.state.ny.us.

April 13th Deadline For FannieMae

Foundation Grants

In 2004, the Fannie Mae Foundation will offer alimited
number of grantsto nonprofit organizationsfor genera op-
erating support. Theintent of thegrantsisto help build their
capacity andincreasetheir impact. Applicationsaredueon
April 13th. Thisistheonly opportunity to submit anunsolic-
ited funding request to the foundation in 2004. For more
information, visit www.fanniemaefoundation.org/grants/
grants for_organizationsshtml.

New Markets Tax Credit Conference This
Month

The deadline for registration for the April 22nd New
Markets Tax Credit Conferencein Washington, DCisfast
approaching. “Financing Change: New Markets Tax Cred-
itsin 2004” is a one-day conference will focus on how
NMTCscan help lower interest ratesand deliver financial
flexibility for avariety of projects. Expert, experienced
speakerswill illustrate how the credit can unitecommercial
and economic development effortswith private capita mar-
ketstoyield ‘win-win” outcomesfor al. Specia attention
will be paid toinnovative structuresthat deserve acloser
look, including‘ leveraged NM TC model sand projectsthat
usethefederal historic rehabilitation tax credit. For more
information and to register online, visit www.ipedinc.net/con-
tent/2004_04_22.asp.

Register now for the October Conference!

Binghamton Regency Hotel (800) 723-7676




EEA OffersMold
Training

Environmenta Education Associates
will hold training coursesonmold dur-
ing April, May, June, and July. Mold
coursesmest national insurance under-
written gpprova and manufacturers’ re-
quirementsfor fungicideuse.

Mold Awareness will be held in
Buffalo on May 11th and June8th, in
Syracuseon April 13th and July 29th.

Mold Investigation will beheldin
Buffalo on June 8-10th, and in Syra-
cuseon April 13-15th.

Mold Abatement will be held in
BuffaloonMay 11-13th, and Syracuse
onJuly 27-29th.

For more information on courses,
and to register online, visit
www.environmental educeation.com, or
call (888)4 ENV EDU (436-8338).

Coalition Welcomes
New Staff

The Rural Housing Coadlition is
pleased to wel come John Grover tothe
staff in Albany. Johnwill be oversee-
ingtheadminigiration of the Codlition’'s
SupportiveHous ng and Continuum of
Caredevelopment efforts. Heretired
fromtheHomelessHousngand Assis-
tance Program of NYS OTDA last
year, and bringsawesdlth of knowledge
on homelessnessissuestothe Codition.
John can be reached at (518) 458-
8696, ext 12, or by email at
john@rurahousing.org.

HOME Limits

Published
The 2004 HOME rent and income

limits(effectiveMarch 15th) havebeen
posted. You can accessthem fromthe
main HUD page under the green box
labeled “HOME Reportsand Limits”
at:www.hud.gov/offices/cpd/
affordabl ehousing/programs/home/
index.cfm.
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RFP Issued for Service L earning Partnership

State Farm I nsurance Compani
andtheNationa Service-Learning Part-
nership are seeking proposals for a
three-year initiativeto grow the prac-
ticeof service-learningin K-12 school
digrictsnationdly.

The Good Neighbor Service-Learn-
ing Initiativewill fundsx school didricts
atotal of $90,000 ($15,000 each) over
threeyearstointegrate and sustain ser-
vice-learningintheir schools, school dis-
trictsand surrounding community.

Service-learningisaformof instruc-
tioninwhich studentsdesign projects
to address community needsaspart of
their academic studies.

Using service-learning, e ementary

L ocal Initiative

Proposals Due June 1
June 1<t isthe deadlinefor complet-
ingtheonlinebrief proposd for funding
under the L ocd Initiative Funding Part-
nersprogram, which providesgrantsof
$100,000 to $500,000 for multi-year
support to nonprofitsasmatching grants
for projectsthat provide community
based servicesthat are new/innovative
or significantly expand programsinto
new regionsor tonew populations. This
program is supported by the Robert
Wood Johnson Foundation. Securing
matching fundsfromloca corporations,
privatefoundations, religiousorganiza:
tions, fundraising activities, or individua
benefactorsare key to having acom-
petitive application for thisprogram.
For moreinformation on applying for
this funding, visit www.lifp.
org/html.local.initiatives.
funding.partners how.to.apply.html.

school studentstutor younger students,
and both improvetheir mastery of es-
sentid literacy skills. Smilarly, mathstu-
dentsmake cal cul ationsthat persuade
thelocd authoritiestoingdl atrafficlight
near their school to reduce accidentsat
adangerousintersection. History stu-
dentsresearch thelocal heroesidenti-
fied on plaguesintheir community and
sharewhat they havelearned at thean-
nual Memorial Day ceremony. Lan-
guage artsstudentshonetheir writing
skillsby organizing acampaigntore-
ducebullying ontheir school buses. For
moreinformation, visit: www.service-
learning partnership.org/service learn-
ing/SE_GoodNeighborl nitiative.cfm.

MetLife Foundation
Award Nominations

Due

The 2004 nominations for the
MetLife Foundation’s Awardsfor Ex-
cdlencein AffordableHousing aredue
on April 30th. TheMetLife Founda
tion partnerswith the Enterprise Foun-
dation each year to recognize commu-
nity-based not-for-profit agenciesor
tribal entitiesin the categoriesof prop-
erty and asset management, and sup-
portivehousing. Winnersin each cat-
egory will receiveunrestricted grantsof
up to $25,000.

Thenomination applicationisavail-
able online at www.enterprisefoun
dation.org/metlife. Applicationsand
award program information are al'so
availableby caling SabinaCardenasat
(410) 772-2738.

HAC Offers Non-Profit Resource

TheHousing Assistance Council has
updated it’s” Guideto Fundraising for
Rura Housing Nonprofits. Strategies
for Raising Operating Funds’. The
guide can bedownloaded for freefrom
HAC swebsite, or purchased for

$3.50in hard copy. Order hard cop-
ies from Luz Rosas by email at
luz@ruralhome.org. The publication
can be downloaded at www.rural
home.org/pubs/nonprofit/
fundraisingGuide2004update.pdf.
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NOFA Issued For Single Room Occupancy
Support Services Program (SRO)

TheNew York State Office of Tem-
porary and Disability Assistance
(OTDA) will issue aRequest for Pro-
posas(RFP) for the Single Room Oc-
cupancy Support Services Program
(SRO) in the Spring of 2004. Funds
available under thisprogram are sub-
ject to the passage of the SFY 2004-
2005 Aidto LocalitiesBudget.

The Single Room Occupancy Sup-
port ServicesProgram (SRO) wasen-
acted by thelegidaturein August 1987,
pursuant to Title 2, Article 2-A of the
Social ServicesLaw in order to pro-
vide appropriate support services to
sngleadultslivingin SRO’'sandto as-
sisttheminliving independently. The
support services provided under this
programincludearangeof social ser-
vices, daily living skillsassstance, and
informational serviceswhichfoster in-
dependent living and which cannot be
funded by other existing stateandloca
funding streams. Eligible applicantsfor
funding aresocial servicesdistrictsor
not-for-profit corporationsincluding
charitableand faith based organizations
incorporated or organized under the

laws of the State of New York.

Socid servicesdidtrictsthat receive
funds under this program will be re-
quired to match them on adollar-for-
dollar basisthrough direct grantstothe
non-profit recipients. However, where
the Commissioner of OTDA determines
that direct local district participationis
not possible, districts may substitute
actual or in-kind expendituresby €li-
giblenot-for-profit/charitableorganiza:
tions. Eligible not-for-profit/charitable
organizationsreceiving grantsdirectly
from the state must match State funds
with actua or in-kind expendituresfi-
nanced from other sources.

For moreinformation, or to obtain
a copy of the RFP, contact Edward
McCarthy via e-mail at: LAO0O88
@dfadate.ny.us, or writetohimincare
of: New York State Office of Tempo-
rary and Disability Assstance, Divison
of Transitional Supports and Policy,
Bureau of Housing Services
40 North Pearl Street, Albany, NY
12243.

Telephone (518) 486-6102, Fax: (518)
486-7068.

Southern Tier Group Learns
Grantwriting Skills

and Urban Development. Thetrainers
were Anne Patnode and Colin
McKnight of the Rural Housing Coali-
tion.

Nearly 60 members of staff and
community volunteers gathered in
Owego, New York on March 27thto
learn about the process of writing com-
petitivegrant applications. Thegroup
gathered on abrisk Saturday morning
for aday long training on researching
funding opportunitiesand developing
concisefunding proposasfor avariety
of socid serviceand community devel-
opment projectsand programs.

Thetraining wasgivento benefit the
staff of TiogaOpportunities, Inc. and
was co-hosted by the TiogaREAP pro-
gram. Thetraining program wassup-
ported by the Department of Housing

SQuccinctly Describe Their Program To A
Funding Agency

Welcome New

Member s!

The Rural Housing Coalition is
pleased to wel come two new members
thismonth:

TiogaREAPLDC, attention Larissa
Gryczko Avellaneda, 56 Main Street,
Owego, NY 13827; and
Scott Shaw, TheDiMarco Group, 1950
Brighton Henrietta Town Line Road,
Rochester NY 14623.
Membershipinthe Coditionisopen
toanyonewith aninterestinimproving
thequality of lifein New York’srural
communities. For information on be-
comingamember, contact David Rustin
at (518) 458-8696, ext. 10, or by email
at david@ruralhousing.org.

Save TheDate

LIFE, the Low-Income Forum on
Energy, isplanning aseriesof regional
meetingsacrossthe state during April
andMay. LIFE Regiond Mestingsare
a great way to learn about
theissuesthat impact low-income en-
ergy consumersand to becomefamil-
iar with the people and the programs
that helplow-incomehouseholdsto ad-
dresstheir energy needs.

Sponsored by theNY SPublic Ser-
viceCommissonand NY SERDA, the
regional meetingswill feature sessions
on housing and energy, consumer pro-
tection issues, regiond profilesandthe
changing resourcepicture.

LIFE Regiona Meetingsaresched-
uled starting April 20th. The registra-
tionfeeis$35which coverslunch, ma:
terialsand breaks. A detailed schedule
and agenda along with aregistration
form is available at http://
www.lifenynews.org. If youwouldlike
toreceiveinformation about theregiond
meeting seriesby mail, please contact
the LIFE Registrar, SandraDwyer at
lifenynews @capitd.net or by cdling cal
the Community Power Network of NY
at (518) 251-2525.




Smart Growth Guide
Published

Getting To Growth: 100 More
Paliciesfor Implementation presents
avariety of smart growthtools, policies
and approachesthat emphasize private
Sector actionto crestemorelivablecom-
munities. Thisisthesecond guideina
seriespublished by the Smart Growth
Network. The guide can be down-
loaded at www.smartgrowth.org.

Gould Named Woman

of the Year

Jennifer Gould, Executive Director
of theM-Ark Projectin Margaretville,
(andtheMembership Committee Chair
of theRural Housing Codition’'sBoard
of Directors) was recently named
Woman of the Year by the
Fleischmanns Chamber of Commerce,
Jennifer wasrecognized for her expan-
svevision and active support resulting
in countles benefitsto the Village of
Fleischmanns. Over the past year, Jen-
nifer hasworked closdy withthe Cham-
ber and Village officia sto rg uvenate
what shecdls* oneof thehidden archi-
tectura jewelsof the Catskills.”

In addition to her leadership of the
M-Ark Project, Jennifer isthe Second
ViceChair of theMargaretvilleMemo-
rial Hospital and the Chair of the
MargaretvilleMemoria Hospital Foun-
dation. Shewasnamed woman of the
year in 2000 by the Y WCA of Ulster
County. Shehasworked closaly with
the Catskill Watershed Commissionon
projectsto addresstheimpacts of de-
velopment retrictionsinthetownsgov-
erned by New York City Department
of Environmenta Protection watershed
regulations.

TheM-Ark ProjectisaRural Pres-
ervaion Company sarvingtheDdaware
County towns of Middletown and
Roxbury in the central Catskills.
Fleischmann’sisone of 3villageslo-
cated in Middletown.

L ead Based Paint
Training Scheduled

The Neighoborhood Preservation
Coalition of NY Swill sponsor atrain-
ing update on L ead Based Paint Haz-
ard Regulationsin April and May. The
workshopwill belead by Cliff Olinand
Alan Wagner of EcoSpect, Inc.

The workshop is designed to help
CHDO's and potential CHDO’s to
avoid hazard control complianceissues
with thelead-based paint regulations;
identify resourceinformationto fund
LBPactivities, develop safework prac-
tices and streamline paperwork; and
provideinformation regarding insur-
ance.

The workshops will be held in
Poughkeepsieon April 13th, Brooklyn
onApril 19th, Manhattan on April 20th,
and Rochester onMay 6th. All work-
shopsrunfrom 9:30 AM to 4:00 PM.

For more information, contact the
Neighborhood Preservation Codition
at (518) 432-6757.

AHC Workshops
Slated For May

Wetch your mailboxesfor announce-
ment of an upcoming seriesof trainings
onutilizing AHC, HOME, and other
programfundingjointly inMay. Work-
shops will be held in Poughkeepsie,
Utica and Rochester, on May 18th,
19th, and 25th, respectively.

The New York State Rural Housing Coali-
tion is happy to be able to provide help
wanted advertising opportunities for our
members and non-profit community devel-
opment agencies. Ad copy must be provided
in Microsoft Word format, and may betrans-
mitted by email to rhc@rurahousing.org. Ad
copy must comply with federal and state
equal opportunity requirements to be pub-
lished, and must be received by the 25th of
the month to ensure placement in the suc-
ceeding issue of Rural Delivery. Ads pro-
videdinthisfashionwill also be postedinthe
Career Opportunities page of the Coalition's
website, unless a request is specifically
made not to place the advertisement on-line.
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Career

Opportunities

Homeowner ship Counselor

The Affordable Housing Partnership
seeks a Homeownership Counselor,
specializing in mortgage default and
post purchase counseling. The posi-
tion will involve providing financial
counsdlingto clientsin default ontheir
mortgageto develop aplan to prevent
foreclosure, and asssting intheimple-
mentation of anew anti-predatory lend-
ing program. The position requires
good written and oral skills, comfortin
giving group presentations, knowlegeof
Windowsand Microsoft Word/Excdl,
experiencein budget counseling, and/
or consumer/mortgagelending. Bi-lin-
gud isaplus. Salary $25,000-27,000
per year, DOE, plus benefits after 1
year.

Send resume to Susan Cotner, Ex-
ecutive Director, Affordable Housing
Partnership, 175 Central Avenue, Al-
bany, NY 12206. EOCE

Housing Counselor (PT)

The Affordable Housing Partnership
seeksaHousing Counselor, specializ-
ingin pre-purchase counseling, budget-
ing and credit repair on apart-timeba
ss. Thepostionwill involvepresenta-
tion of homebuyer education programs,
providing financid counsdingtoclients
interestedin purchasing their first home,
and providing post-purchase home
ownership counseling. The position
requires good written and oral skills,
knowlege of Windowsand Mi crosoft
Word/Excel, experience in budget
counseling, and/or consumer/mortgage
lending. Bi-lingud isaplus.

Send resume to Susan Cotner, Ex-
ecutive Director, Affordable Housing
Partnership, 175 Central Avenue, Al-
bany, NY 12206. EOCE
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$7 Million Available for Nonprofits from the Compassion Capital Fund

TheAdminigtrationfor Childrenand
Families of the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Servicesisinviting
nonprofitsand faith-based organizations
to competefor support from the Com-
passion Capital Fund Demonstration
Program, according to the March 19,
2004, Federal Register.

TheAdminigtrationfor Childrenand
Familiesstatesinthe Federd Register
thatitislookingtofund*“intermediary
organizationswith demondirated exper-
tiseand aproventrack recordinwork-
ingwith and providing technical assis-
tanceto faith-based and community or-
ganizationsinavariety of areas.” Inter-
mediariesfunded by thedemondgtration
programwill providetechnical assis-
tance and subawardsto faith-based and
community groups.

The Compassion Capital Fundisa
key element of the Government’sfaith-

basedinitiative, accordingtotheFund's

website. The Fund administers two
grant programs. thedemondtration pro-
grammentioned aboveandthe Targeted
Capacity Building Program, which sup-
portsfaith-based and community orge-
nizations with one-time, $50,000
awardsfor capacity building.

The Adminigrationfor Childrenand
Familiessaysinthe Federa Register it
anticipates making 12 cooperative
agreements for atotal of $7 million
fromthe Demonstration Program. The
average award will fall between
$400,000 and $800,000, and no
award will exceed $1 million, the Ad-
ministration for Children and Families
adds. Thereisa20 percent matching
requirement. In 2002, the Fund's
first year of operation, atotal of $24.7
million wasawarded to 21 intermedi-
ary organizations, the Web site says.

These intermediariesthen gave over
$10 millionin subawardsto over 550
grassroots, faith-based and community
organi zations addressing the needs of
the homeless, elderly, at-risk youth,
familiesintransitionfrom welfareto
work, and those in need of intensive
rehabilitation such asaddictsor pris-
oners.

While many typesof organizations
may compete, ACF saysit “ encourages
applicationsfrom applicantsthat pro-
poseto work with and have experience
working with faith-based and commu-
nity organizationsthat hitoricaly have
not been well served or supported by
governmentd funds.”

Thedeadlinefor applicationsisMay
18, 2004. For moreinformation, con-
tact OCS@LCGNET.COM
(800)281-9519, or visit http://
www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/ccf/.

Visit Our Website At WWW.ruralhousing.org




