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USDA Announces $8.6 Million For Rural
Community And Business Development

SYRACUSE-  USDA Rural Devel-
opment Director Patrick Brennan
announced on March 24th the ap-
proval of $8.6 million in investments
that will assist four communities and
three businesses with quality of life
and economic development opportu-
nities in rural New York.
     “The Bush Administration is
deeply committed to creating jobs in
rural America.  These funds are an
investment in the future of rural com-
munities who seek to develop the
infrastructure needed to attract new
business opportunities and address
quality of life issues,” said Brennan.
     Brennan made the announcement
while participating in a regional fo-
rum hosted by USDA, where infor-
mation was shared on programs
available as a result of the 2002 Farm
Bill.  Brennan noted that as a direct
result of the Farm Bill implementa-
tion, rural New York received last
year nearly $8.6 million in funding
to assist with business and commu-
nity infrastructure development.
Overall, in 2002, USDA Rural De-
velopment invested $174 million to
support business, housing, and com-
munity technology infrastructure ef-
forts in rural New York.  The projects
announced on March 24th included:
-Town of Troupsburg (Orleans

County)  Troupsburg will receive a
$371,300 wastewater infrastructure
grant. Funds will be used to complete
a waste water collection and treat-
ment facility providing improved
services to 102 residential users.  The
funds will leverage $749,920 in state
and non-profit resources.
-Town of Murray (Orleans County)
The Town of Murray will receive a
loan and grant combination totaling
$2,354,200 to extend public water for
284 residential users who currently
rely on wells that yield poor quality
and limited supplies of water. The
financing package includes $469,200
in grant funds, and $1,885,000 in
loans.
-Town of Yates (Orleans County)
The Town of Yates was awarded a
$39,000 water infrastructure grant.
Funds will be used to complete the
extension of public water service to
an area of the town where 38 resi-
dential users are currently struggling
with private wells with high bacteria
counts.
-Town of Pembroke (Genesee
County)  The Town of Pembroke was
awarded a $3,196,400 loan and grant
package to support water improve-
ments.  The financing will support
the installation of new water lines
serving 777 residential customers,

many having contaminated private
wells.  The wells had tested for ex-
tremely high levels of sulfur, iron,
coliform and high hardness, and did
not meet Department of Health stan-
dards.  The financing package con-
sisted of a $2,500,000 loan and a
$696,400 grant.
-The Bertrand Chaffee Hospital,
Springville, NY (Erie County)  The
Bertrand Chaffee Hospital received
a $2,420,000 rural business guaran-
teed loan.  A conditional commit-
ment for the guaranteed loan has
been issued to HSBC Bank USA.
-FCW Properties, LLC, Tully, NY
(Onondaga County)   FCW will re-
ceive a $270,000 rural business guar-
anteed loan.  A conditional commit-
ment for the guaranteed loan has
been issued to HSBC Bank USA.
     USDA Rural Development serves
as the lead federal entity for rural
economic and community develop-
ment needs.  It adminsters financial
and technical assistance through a
network of state Rural Development
offices, its national office and private
and public sector partners.  Further
information on these and other rural
programs is available at a local
USDA Rural Development office or
by visiting USDA’s website at
www.rurdev.usda.gov/ny/.
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Bits and Pieces...

Ginny Bates            Martin Mucher
Brian Cassini                                                                                 Dottie Nixon
Lynn Cebula       Margaret O’Leary
Jennifer Gould                                                                  Gail Padalino
Steven Heyman                                                                        Dale Prunoske
Alan Hipps                                                                               Donna Scanlon
Julee Johnson                                                                          Cheryl Shenkle
Charlie Kalthoff                                                                         Matthew Taylor
Greg Micoley                                                                       Jane Todd
John Mills                                                                                      John Wright

Vets Training Grants Due
April 21st
    The US Department of Labor seeks applicants for
funding for job training programs for homeless veter-
ans.   The Homeless Veterans’ Reintegration Program
(HVRP) has $2 million available to support approxi-
mately 15 programs from non-urban areas. A separate
funding allocation of $1 million is available for appli-
cant agencies that have never received HVRP funding
in the past. Applicants should design programs that pro-
vide employment, training, support services, and assis-
tance to homeless veterans.  Applications are due on
April 21st.  For more information, see the Federal Reg-
ister notice at www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/
a030305c.html or the VETS website at www.dol.gov/
vets.

Proposal Writing Seminar
     The Foundation Center — New York will sponsor a
seminar on proposal writing on April 14, 2003. Attend-
ees will learn to write winning proposals. This informa-
tion-packed seminar is designed for nonprofit fundraisers
and executives. The seminar will run from  9:00 AM -
4:00 PM. Check-in begins at 8:30 AM.  The session will
be held at the Foundation Center — New York, 79 Fifth
Ave., 2nd Floor, New York, NY.  Each seminar attendee
receives: A free copy of The Foundation Center’s Guide
to Proposal Writing, a 100+ page workbook outlining
all major topics covered in the seminar, and .6 CEU.
The cost for the seminar is $195.00.  For more informa-
tion, contact the Foundation Center at (212) 620-4230.

Greenway Grants Due
     The Kodak American Greenways Awards, a partner-
ship project of the Eastman Kodak Company, The Con-
servation Fund, and the National Geographic Society,
provides small grants to stimulate the planning and de-
sign of greenways in communities throughout America.
Awards will primarily go to local, regional, or statewide
nonprofit organizations. Although public agencies may
also apply, community organizations will receive pref-
erence.  The final deadline for submitting applications
and other required materials is June 1. For more infor-
mation, visit http://www.conservation fund.org/?ar-
ticle=2372.
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       Welcome New
           Member!
     The Rural Housing Coalition is
pleased to welcome a new member
during the month of March- Social
Science Consulting of Little Falls,
New York.  Stephen A. Darman is
the  principal of the firm.

Times Notes Increasing Worry Over Home
Equity Borrowing Levels

     An article in the March 26th New
York Times notes increasing con-
cerns in the banking industry over
levels of home equity financing in
some states. The concerns are caus-
ing some consumer advocates and
bankruptcy attorneys to suggest that
many people could end up losing
their homes as a result.  According
to the Federal Reserve, homeowners
borrowed $130 billion last year
against the equity in their houses na-
tionally.  This borrowing level is
double that of a year earlier.
     In markets where home prices are
escalating, borrowers who are hav-
ing trouble meeting payments can
usually sell their homes for more than
they owe.  However, in parts of the
midwest and southeast, home prices
have softened, and delinquencies on
home equity debt are rising.  A bank-
ruptcy attorney in St. Paul, MN noted
that her office is buried in foreclo-
sures, and she is representing a large
number of newly homeless people.
According to the Federal Reserve, a
significant portion of all home equity
borrowing is used to pay off credit
card debt.  Borrowers are finding it
so easy to borrow against their homes
that they may be borrowing more
than they need, for such items as new
cars or to make improvements on
their homes.
     Consumer credit advocates worry
that borrowers are taking on more
debt than they can handle.  Some use

the home equity loan proceeds to pay
off high credit card balances and then
turn around and run up the card bal-
ances all over again.  In these sce-
narios, if the borrower eventually
goes into default, he or she may be
at greater risk.  In bankruptcy, indi-
viduals can often write off their un-
paid credit card balances.  But home
equity loans and other mortgage debt
must be repaid, or the bank can seize
the property.  Bankruptcy would gen-
erally prevent credit card lenders
from enforcing a judgement against
a borrower by placing a lien on the
home.  The amount of mortgage debt
for some people is so great that some
attorneys, like the one in St. Paul, are
advising clients to walk away from
their homes rather than try to repay.
     The trend in home equity delin-
quencies is having an effect in New
York, despite the generally strong
appreciation in home values.  The
North Fork Bancorporation, a lender
active on Long Island, is making few
home equity loans, despite home
price appreciation of 26% in Nassau
and Suffolk Counties last year.
“Home equity financings are a bet on
the future value of real estate,” said
John Kanas, CEO of North Fork.
North Fork’s lawyer noted that it can
take years to recoup the losses on a
foreclosure.  If the price that the
house eventually sells for is less than
the size of the outstanding mortgage
debt, the lender suffers the loss.
    Stephen Brobeck, Executive Di-
rector of the Consumer Federation of
America expressed worry that
Americans are squandering their
most stable asset at a time when re-
tirement savings are declining in
value. “At a time when Social Secu-
rity and pensions are already at risk,
this is a disturbing trend”.

Shelter + Care
Fully Funded In
Federal Budget

   The 2002-2003 Federal Budget
passed in early March contained
good news for the Shelter Plus Care
prgram.  The final omnibus budget
bill contained $193 million for all
Shelter Plus Care renewal contracts.
     Shelter Plus Care provides fund-
ing for rental assistance in support-
ive housing to homeless persons and
families with disabilities, such as
serious mental illness, chronic sub-
stance abuse and/or HIV/AIDS.  In
New York State, 1542 existing units
are covered by the $18.4 million al-
location.  The Bush Administration’s
budget proposal for 2003-2004 funds
McKinney Continuum of Care pro-
grams at the same level as the previ-
ous year’s budget and includes $195
million for Shelter Plus Care contract
renewals.

     It is now a certainty that New
York’s budget will be late for the
nineteenth straight year.  However,
there are indications that this budget
will not set a new record for tardi-
ness as once predicted.
     Governor Pataki and leaders of
the legislature have agreed on the
annual revenue forecast and budget
talks between the leaders are being
held .
     The Senate and Assembly are ex-
pected to pass a compromise bill this
week to borrow $4.2 billion to close
this year’s funding gap and to restore
some of the Governor’s proposed
cuts.  The Governor has yet to say
whether he will sign the bill.  Addi-
tional sources of revenue will have
to be found if cuts to housing pro-
grams are to be restored.

State Budget:
Late Again
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Coalition
InauguratesNew
Member Benefit

     As a membership benefit the Ru-
ral Housing Coalition has developed
an MSN workgroup. This workgroup
consists of:
1. Chat room: for a meeting on any
subject that you may be interested in.
An announcement will go out to the
entire membership so that they may
join in on this topic.
2. A calendar of events.
3. A newsroom with late breaking
news.
4. Multiple message boards on top-
ics that are important to you.  If you
don’t see a message board on a topic
that is of interest to you, please feel
free to add it.
5. A list serve option.  If you have a
question that you would like an-
swered that others may know about,
it will go out to all the memembers
of the MSN group. All responses will
be posted. Coalition members are
invited to sign up as soon as possible
at:  http://groups.msn.com/Rural Hous-
ing.

Mark your calendar now
For the

24th Annual Affordable Housing
&

Community Development Conference
October 6th –8th, 2003.

Holiday Inn Auburn
 Auburn, NY

Save these dates.
You do not want to be left out of the loop.

For further information visit our web site at
www.ruralhousing.org.

Registration materials will be available later this summer.

Our room block is in effect, don't be blocked out  The hotel will fill up fast.
To reserve your room call 1-315-253-4531 and remember to use the room block code of

RHC
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     Parents who own their own home
may be helping to boost their
children’s educational achievements
and even reduce behavioral prob-
lems, according to a new nationwide
study.
     The research showed that for chil-
dren living in owned homes rather
than rental units, math achievement
scores are up to 9 percent higher,
reading achievement is up to 7 per-
cent higher and behavioral problems
are 1 to 3 percent lower.
    These results held true after the re-
searchers took into account
a multitude of factors that may have
influenced the findings, such as the
fact that homeowners earn more and
have higher levels of education than
renters.
     Homeownership itself is good for
children,” said Donald Haurin, co-
author of the study and professor of
economics at Ohio State University.
     Homeownership seems to benefit
children because the environments in
homes—including such things as
safety, maintenance and the avail-

ability of educational materials—are
on average better than those in rental
units, the study suggests. In addition,
the greater stability of homeowners
is good for children’s development.
     Haurin conducted the study with
R. Jean Haurin, a retired research sci-
entist at Ohio State, and Toby Par-
cel, a former sociology professor at
Ohio State now at Purdue University.
Their results appear in a recent issue
of the journal Real Estate Econom-
ics. One of the main reasons that chil-
dren of homeowners did better was
the differences in living environ-
ment, Haurin said. Findings showed
that owning a home compared with
renting leads to a 13 to 23 percent
higher-quality home environment.
This was measured by responses of
the parents to survey questions and
also by observations made by re-
searchers who conducted the survey.
RESOURCE:Donald R. Haurin, Toby
L. Parcel, and R. Jean Haurin. “Does
Homeownership Affect Child Out-
comes?” http://www.areuea.org/pub-
lications/ree/

Study Says Homeownership Helps Boost
Children’s Educational Achievement
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Career Opportunities
The New York State Rural Housing Coa-
lition is happy to be able to provide help
wanted advertising opportunities for our
members and non-profit community de-
velopment agencies. Ad copy must be
provided in Microsoft Word format, and
may be transmitted by email to
rhc@ruralhousing.org. Ad copy must
comply with federal and state equal op-
portunity requirements to be published,
and must be received by the 25th of the
month to ensure placement in the succeed-
ing issue of Rural Delivery. Ads provided
in this fashion will also be posted inthe
Career Opportunities page of the
Coalition’s website,  unless a request is
specifically made not to place the adver-
tisement on-line.

Senior Housing Developer

Rural Opportunities, Inc. is seeking
a Rochester-based Senior Housing
Developer to pursue several afford-
able housing developments in West-
ern New York. The Developer will
focus on bringing development
projects from inception through fi-
nancing, local approvals, loan clos-
ing and construction to marketing,
initial rent-up and sustaining man-
agement.  A bachelor’s degree and
minimum of six years of related ex-
perience in the development of af-
fordable rental and/or sale housing
is required. Advanced technical
knowledge of state, federal and pri-
vate financing programs, applicable
regulations, and experience in nego-
tiating agreements with joint venture
partners, vendors, municipalities, and
lenders is necessary. Demonstrated
experience in oversight of major re-
habilitation and new construction
activities is essential. Experience in
real estate acquisition and develop-
ment is desirable.  Send resumes to:
Jay Golden, ROI, 400 East Ave.
Rochester, NY 14607.
jgolden@ruralinc.org. Fax (585)340-
3309. EOE

Loan Fund Coordinator

Chautauqua Opportunities seeks self
directed individual for growing small
business development and loan pro-
gram. Responsibilities include mar-
keting, training and technical assis-
tance, loan underwriting, portfolio
management, along with the day to
day operations of the program. B.A.
Degree in business administration,
planning or related field and at least
one year of related experience. Com-
puter proficiency necessary. Travel
throughout Chautauqua County re-
quired.
Please consider joining us in this ru-
ral county with several small urban
centers. Chautauqua County offers a
great quality of life and is one of the
largest grape growing areas in North
America. Our office is located sev-
eral blocks from the Lake Erie shore-
line and has an exciting and diverse
small business population. Make a
difference!
Send resumé to:  Chautauqua Oppor-
tunities, Inc., Attn: Human Re-
sources Department, 17 W Courtney
St., Dunkirk, NY 14048
(716) 366-3333 www.chautauqua
opportunities.com EOE.

Housing Counselor/
Educator
P/T position at non-profit housing or-
ganization near Syracuse, NY. Pro-
vide credit/debt counseling, discuss
mortgage options, liaison between
buyer, realtor and lender. Teach
homeownership classes. Requires
background in mortgage brokering,
underwriting, real estate and/or fi-
nancial counseling. Excellent writing
and speaking skills a must. 6-9 hrs
per wk.
Send resume and cover letter to
Southern Hills Preservation Corp. ,
PO Box 661, Tully, NY, 13159 or
call (315) 696-5835 for job descrip-
tion.                                           EOE

The Director of Housing Develop-
ment & Management will lead and
manage new housing development
initiatives; financing and partner re-
lations; project management; con-
struction and property management
for HRH. Asset management encom-
passes a $5.2 million development
budget for 2002 and the maintenance
of 271 units, 197 of which provide
on-site residential services in a mix
of motel, rental, SRO, and emer-
gency shelter settings. Remaining
units are affordable rental and sev-

Director of Housing Development & Management
eral commercial units. A Bachelor’s
degree is required with a minimum
of 7-10 years of experience in hous-
ing development, with at least 5 years
experience managing staff. A cover
letter and resume may be directed to:

HRH Director Search, 313 Mill
Street, Poughkeepsie NY 12601.
Inquire to susanm@non
profitjobs.org
Details at http://www.non
profitjobs.org.

EOE

Supervising Case Manager
Supervising case manager sought to
oversee operations of Residence pro-
grams.  Bachelors degree in Social
Work, Psychology or Human Service
related field plus 2-3 years experi-
ence in case management/counsel-
ing.  Minimum 3 years in program
supervision and working with men-
tally ill, MICA and substance abuse
populations. NYS Drivers Lic. &
vehicle required.  Send resume to
YWCA of Rochester/Monroe
County, 175 N. Clinton Ave., Roch-
ester, NY  14604.                    EOE
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     Rural Opportunities, Inc. is seek-
ing new non-profit partner agencies
to participate in the Affordable Hous-
ing Lending Alliance.  The Alliance
is designed to provide a wholesale
conduit for low and moderate income
mortgage loans.  The mortgages are
originated by the local agency, pro-
cessed by ROI, closed by a local or
regional lender, and then sold to
Freddie Mac or Fannie Mae.
    The Alliance mortgages offer
some advantages to low or moderate
income borrowers. Some of the par-
ticipating lenders are offering special
rate concessions for mortgages origi-
nating in the Alliance. Fleet is cur-
rently offering mortgages with no
PMI and an interest rate 1% below
market rate for Alliance participants.
Some Alliance mortgage products
require no down payment.  Individual
Development Account match funds
are considered borrower cash, and no
automated underwriting is used.  The
loan process is seamless for the bor-
rower families, and is designed to
provide full support through pre-and
post purchase.
     Homebuyers participating in the
Alliance mortgage program must
have successfully completed a
homebuyer education program.  Lo-
cal housing agencies participating in
the program can receive counseling
fees of as much as $700 for originat-
ing Alliance mortgages.
     Rural Opportunities staff provides
technical assistance to local agencies
interested in participating in this pro-
gram, including providing assistance
in securing the required state exemp-
tion for licensing from the State
Banking Department.
     For more information, contact
Jean Marie Lipani at ROI at
jlipani@ruralinc.org.

Affordable Housing
Lending Alliance

New Initiative Expected to
Generate Additional $17
Million from Private Sector

     Housing and Urban Development
Secretary Mel Martinez announced
in February the award of $6.5 mil-
lion to seven organizations through-
out the country to help prevent child-
hood lead poisoning in the home. The
grants were made under HUD’s Op-
eration LEAP (Lead Elimination
Action Program), a new Bush Ad-
ministration initiative designed to use
federal grant dollars to stimulate pri-
vate sector contributions that will
enable children to grow up in homes
that are free from lead-based paint
hazards.
     The funding, announced today by
Martinez at The National Center for
Healthy Housing’s 10-Year Anniver-
sary Reception in Washington, DC,
is expected to generate an additional
$17 million from businesses, non-
profit organizations and other non-
government sources to protect chil-
dren from potentially deadly lead
hazards.
     “No parent should have to worry
about the dangers of lead in their
home,” said Martinez. “By joining
forces with the private sector, we take
a significant step toward reaching our
goal of eliminating lead poisoning in
our homes and protecting the futures
of all our children.”
     Lead poisoning in children can re-
duce IQ, cause learning disabilities
and impair hearing. Children who
have elevated blood lead levels of-
ten experience reduced attention
spans, hyperactivity and can exhibit
behavior problems and it can even
cause anemia, coma, convulsions and
death.

     While average blood lead levels
have declined significantly over the
past decade, one in six low-income
children living in older housing is be-
lieved to be lead poisoned. Pregnant
women poisoned by lead can trans-
fer lead to a developing fetus, result-
ing in adverse developmental effects.
     One of the most interesting
awards was to a national intermedi-
ary for an innovative project here in
New York.  The National Center for
Healthy Housing will be awarded
$930,789.00 to produce lead-safe
home-based child care centers in the
City of Syracuse and surrounding
Onondaga County and Rochester,
NY. Partners include Home
HeadQuarters, Inc (a private non-
profit in Syracuse that does home
repair assistance), the Family Child
Care Satellite Network Office in
Rochester (a group that arranges
screening and referral services for
family child care providers), Neigh-
borhood Housing Services Inc. of
Rochester (which provides home
improvement loans to moderate and
low-income families), the Enterprise
Foundation, and the Onondaga
County Child Care Council, a non-
profit focused on providing early
learning resources. This will be the
nation’s first effort to focus on en-
suring home-based childcare centers
are lead-safe and may prove to be a
model that can be replicated else-
where. The purpose of the Home-
based Child Care Lead Safety Pro-
gram is to leverage substantial re-
sources to eliminate lead and the
other health and safety hazards from
home-based child care residences.
For more information, contact
Rebecca Morley, National Center for
Healthy Housing  at (410) 772-2774.

Martinez Announces $6.5 Million To Protect
Children From Hazards In The Home
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Accessibility FIRST
     HUD has launched a new initia-
tive to provide homebuilders, devel-
opers, architects and designers with
the latest training and technical guid-
ance on compliance with accessible
design and construction requirements
for the disabled under the Fair Hous-
ing Act.  Accessibility FIRST stands
for fair housing instruction, re-
sources, support and technical guid-
ance.  The program is intended to
educate and inform practitioners
about Fair Housing Act requirements
before design and construction be-
gins, thus avoiding costly retrofitting
by builders and increasing housing
opportunities for persons with dis-
abilities.
     The initiative includes a training
curriculum broken into nine mod-
ules: an overview of the Fair Hous-
ing Act accessibility requirements;
disability rights law; enforcement of
the act; strategies for compliant
kitchens; strategies for compliant
bathrooms; common design and con-
struction violations and solutions;
accessible routes; and accessible
public and common use areas.
     HUD has developed a website
containing the training materials, and
has established a Design and Con-
struction Resource Center staffed by
experts who can answer questions
about legal and technical require-
ments of the Act.  The Resource Cen-
ter is staffed Monday through Friday
from 9AM-5PM eastern time.  The
phone number is (888)341-7781.
Questions may also be emailed to
contact@fairhousingfirst.org.
     The website containing the train-
ing information can be accessed at
www.fairhousingfirst.org.  The
website also contains information on
best practices, links to related sites,
frequently asked questions, and a
training and conference calendar.

Grantseeking On
The Web

     The National Preservation Honor
Awards recognize the efforts of in-
dividuals, nonprofit organizations,
public agencies and corporations
whose skill and determination have
given new meaning to their commu-
nities through preservation. These
efforts include citizen attempts to
save and maintain important land-
marks; companies and craftsmen
whose work restores the richness of
the past; the vision of public officials
who support preservation projects
and legislation in their communities;
and educators and journalists who
help Americans understand the value
of preservation. A select number of
recipients is chosen for this award.
Nominations must be postmarked by
May 1st.  For info, see http://
w w w . n a t i o n a l t r u s t . o r g /
preservation_awards/.2003applic
ation.pdf .

National Trust Award
Nominations Sought

     The Foundation Center will hold
a workshop on ‘Guide to
Grantseeking on the Web-A Hands-
on Introductory Training Course’ on
April 30th in New York City.  The
training course — offered in a state-
of-the-art computer lab — offers the
chance to learn how to develop an
organized, focused approach to con-
ducting funding research on the Web.
Pick up valuable insider tips and
strategies through a combination of
PowerPoint presentations and inter-
active learning exercises on the Web.
This course is approved for continu-
ing education credit / .6 CEU by the
Association of Fundraising Profes-
sionals (AFP) Continuing Education
Review Board.
     The training will be held from
9:00 AM - 4:00  PM at the
Foundation Center — New York, 79
Fifth Ave, 2nd Floor, New York,
NY. The cost for the training is $195.
For more information, contact the
Foundation Center at (212)620-4230.

     If you are looking for financing
for a specific community develop-
ment project (i.e. a business, hous-
ing project, social service agency,
childcare center), consider using a
Community Development Financial
Institution that serves your local mar-
ket. The National Community Capi-
tal Association provides capital to
support these kinds of projects.
NCCA does NOT lend to specific
community development projects,
but rather to CDFIs, which re-lend
the funds to specific projects. Their
website contains a CDFI locator. For
more information,visit the NCCA
site at http://www.community
capital.org.

Financing For
Community Projects

     The National Community Rein-
vestment Coalition recently released
America’s Best and Worst Lenders:
A Consumer’s Guide to Lending in
25 Metropolitan Areas, a compre-
hensive ranking of lending institu-
tions in 25 metropolitan areas dur-
ing 2000 and 2001. Best and Worst
Lenders ranks banks, thrifts, mort-
gage companies and credit unions
based on home purchase and refi-
nance lending trends to minorities,
women, and low- and moderate-in-
come borrowers and neighborhoods.
Consumers will find Best and Worst
to be invaluable in determining
which lenders are most likely to ap-
prove them for home purchase and
refinance loans. The report is avail-
able online at www.ncrc.org.

Best/Worst Lenders
List Released
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April Is Fair Housing Month

     The national Fair Housing Alli-
ance (NFHA) has a number of events
scheduled to draw attention to  Fair
Housing Month:

· NFHA will hold its news
conference in April. The con-
ference is scheduled for April
16, 2003 at the National Press
Club.

· Fair Housing Trends Report
— NFHA will announce the
findings of its 2003 Fair
Housing Trends Report. This
is an annual report which
documents the number and
types of complaints received

National Fair Housing Alliance Events to Celebrate National Fair Housing Month

by HUD, DOJ, NFHA mem-
bers, and state and local agen-
cies.

· Testimony by Victims of
Discrimination - Victims of
housing discrimination na-
tionwide will tell their stories
as part of NFHA’s news con-
ference. Attendees will have
the chance to question these
individuals.

· Fair Housing Month Poster
Contest - NFHA is currently
holding a poster competition
to generate a creative vision
for National Fair Housing

Month. The new poster will
be released and distributed at
the news conference.

· Media Campaign for Fair
Housing Education - In con-
junction with the Leadership
Conference on Civil Rights
Education Fund and the Ad
Council, NFHA plans to roll
out its media campaign to
combat housing discrimina-
tion and inform citizens of
their rights under the Federal
Fair Housing Act. This me-
dia campaign includes print,
radio and television ads.

http://www.nationalfairhousing.org/html/events/FHmonth.htm


